TUESDAY JULY 06 – XIV WEEK O.T. [B]
A demoniac who could not speak was brought to him, and when the demon was driven out the mute person spoke. The crowds were amazed and said, "Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel." But the Pharisees said, "He drives out demons by the prince of demons."
[bookmark: p1]The Gospel offered to our meditation is made up of two moments separated and distinct from each other. The first one deals with the distortion the Pharisees make about the miracles of Jesus. These ones do not distort only the words, according to the prophecy of the Psalm, but also his deeds, his miracles, his signs given for most pure heart and compassion toward men: “Be gracious to me, O God, for man tramples on me; all day long an attacker oppresses me; my enemies trample on me all day long, for many attack me proudly. When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can flesh do to me? All day long they injure my cause; all their thoughts are against me for evil. They stir up strife, they lurk; they watch my steps, as they have waited for my life.” (Psal 56, 2-7)
The Pharisees go even beyond the vanity spoken in the Book of Wisdom: “For all men were by nature foolish who were in ignorance of God, and who from the good things seen did not succeed in knowing him who is, and from studying the works did not discern the artisan; But either fire, or wind, or the swift air, or the circuit of the stars, or the mighty water, or the luminaries of heaven, the governors of the world, they considered gods. Now if out of joy in their beauty they thought them gods, let them know how far more excellent is the Lord than these; for the original source of beauty fashioned them. Or if they were struck by their might and energy, let them from these things realize how much more powerful is he who made them. For from the greatness and the beauty of created things their original author, by analogy, is seen.” (Wis 13, 1-5) Their distortion is not the fruit of a nature that has been reduced to vanity by the sin of man. It is infinitively beyond. Their distortion is fruit of wickedness and evilness ruling their heart. Here is how Jesus reveals their being infinitively beyond: “Therefore, I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven; but whoever speaks against the holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. "Either declare the tree good and its fruit is good, or declare the tree rotten and its fruit is rotten, for a tree is known by its fruit. You brood of vipers, how can you say good things when you are evil? For from the fullness of the heart the mouth speaks. A good person brings forth good out of a store of goodness, but an evil person brings forth evil out of a store of evil. I tell you, on the day of judgment people will render an account for every careless word they speak. By your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned."(Mt 12, 31-37) The distortion of the Pharisees reaches the gravity of the sin against the Holy Spirit, sin that is fruit of the satanic will of destroying Jesus the Lord for envy against Him. This attests that the Pharisees have overcome the limit itself of evil. For the Lord our God there is a limit of evil that cannot be overcome. If this limit is overcome, one falls into sin against the Holy Spirit and there is no return back: “Fat and sleek. They go their wicked way; justice they do not defend By advancing the claim of the fatherless or judging the cause of the poor. A shocking, horrible thing has happened in the land: The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests teach as they wish; Yet my people will have it so; what will you do when the end comes? (cf. Jer 5, 28-31) When one distorts the history that God writes through his Only Begotten Son on our earth, attributing his deeds to Satan, then it means that Satan possessed each of our thoughts and we have become his voice. Here is the true fighting against Christ Jesus: one wants to declare him instrument of Satan so that the entire world would have got far from Him. True hellish strategy of yesterday and of today and forever. The distortion of the Pharisees, however, do not impede Christ Jesus to perseverate to his way.
Let us read the text of Mt 9,32-38
As they were going out, a demoniac who could not speak was brought to him, and when the demon was driven out the mute person spoke. The crowds were amazed and said, "Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel." But the Pharisees said, "He drives out demons by the prince of demons."
Jesus went around to all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and curing every disease and illness. At the sight of the crowds, his heart was moved with pity for them because they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest."
The compassion of Jesus is true compassion of salvation. He sees the crowd as sheep without shepherd. He sees the entire world that is without shepherd. He knows that the one who sends the shepherd is his Father: “I will appoint over you shepherds after my own heart, who will shepherd you wisely and prudently.” (Jer 3, 15) “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock from all the lands to which I have driven them and bring them back to their meadow; there they shall increase and multiply. I will appoint shepherds for them who will shepherd them so that they need no longer fear and tremble; and none shall be missing, says the LORD. Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up a righteous shoot to David; As king he shall reign and govern wisely, he shall do what is just and right in the land. In his days Judah shall be saved, Israel shall dwell in security. This is the name they give him: "The LORD our justice." (Jer 23, 3-6)
“For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will look after and tend my sheep. As a shepherd tends his flock when he finds himself among his scattered sheep, so will I tend my sheep. I will rescue them from every place where they were scattered when it was cloudy and dark. I will lead them out from among the peoples and gather them from the foreign lands; I will bring them back to their own country and pasture them upon the mountains of Israel (in the land's ravines and all its inhabited places). In good pastures will I pasture them, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing ground. There they shall lie down on good grazing ground, and in rich pastures shall they be pastured on the mountains of Israel. I myself will pasture my sheep; I myself will give them rest, says the Lord GOD. The lost I will seek out, the strayed I will bring back, the injured I will bind up, the sick I will heal (but the sleek and the strong I will destroy), shepherding them rightly.” (Ez 34, 11-16)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Christ Jesus is the compassion of the Father. He is his faithful Shepherd. Now Jesus is asking each of his disciple to become, he too, compassion of the Father, letting himself be made Shepherd according to the heart of the Father and also compassion of prayer and of request to the Lord so that he calls other workers for his masses. This prayer must necessarily be the fruit of the compassion of the Father ruling our heart. If the compassion does not rule us, no prayer will flow from our heart. Today, time in which shepherds are so despised, which prayer might arise so that the Lord sends shepherds according to his heart? Instead, when one has the compassion of the Father in the heart, then the prayer is double: one asks the Lord that he always adds new Shepherds to make the body of Christ beautiful. One asks for Shepherds ready to manifest to the world all the richness and the beauty of the heart of Christ, heart with which the Father loves us. This is also the mission of every shepherd of Christ Jesus: clothing and filling every heart of the compassion of Christ Jesus. Praying with the merciful heart of Christ, always will the Father listen to our prayer. Mother of the Good Shepherd, help us to be heart of Christ. Amen.
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